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Every Citizen affected by Foreign Affairs. 


(ye lesson which we ought to have learnt during the 
war is that every citizen in this country is personally 
affected by the conduct of our foreign affairs. By foreign 
affairs | mean the relationships which exist between the 
British people and the peoples of other countries. Before 
the war we used to regard foreign affairs as a special sub- 
ject to be dealt with by the expert officials of the Foreign 
Office. Ordinary people were not expected to know any- 
thing about these matters. They were wrapped up in 
mystery and silence. Most members of Parliament did 
not bother their heads about these questions, and the 
empty benches in the House when the Foreign Office Vote 
was under discussion is a proof of this assertion. In fact, 
most members were so immersed in domestic politics that 
they had scarcely a thought for the graver issues which 
concerned our foreign policy. The sudden outbreak of 
war came as a rude awakening. The ordinary citizen 
found himself irresistibly impelled to go to the assistance 
of a small and hepless nation. The brutal invasion of 
Belgium leit him no choice in the matter. Compara- | 
tively few people realised at that tnoment that not only 
was the existence of Belgium in peril, but that also the 
freedom of this country was at stake. Had it not been 
’for the flagrant and cynical disregard of treaties and of 
national sentiment displayed by the Prussian Bureaucracy 
it is doubtful whether we should have been <alive'to our 
own danger. 














Four years have passed by since then. Year after 
year our manhood has passed through hell. Hundreds 
of thousands of our bravest and best have given up their 
lives for the cause of liberty and right. Thousands of 
others have returned home maimed and disabled. In fac- 
tory and workshop men have toiled day in and day out to 
provide the munitions of war for their kinsmen at the 
front. Women have shouldered the tasks of men: they 
have gone into the fields and factories: they have dis- 
played a patriotism which before the war would never 
have been dreamed of. 


Any Gain for Past Losses ? 


For all this sacrifice is there to be any positive gain ? 
Ts civilisation to be advanced, or is it to be retarded ? 
Have we learnt any lesson during the crisis of our fate ? 
Are we determined that out of this great misery and 
bloodshed humanity is to reap the fruits of victory ? 
This is the question I address to those who have borne 
the burden and the heat of the day. How are they 
going to ensure that, so far as it is humanly possible, 
the institution of war as a method of settling disputes 
between the peoples of the world is to be scrapped ? 
How is militarism to be completely over-thrown in every 
quarter of the globe? How are we to endure to the 
end until the German people have beén persuaded or 
compelled to disown the Prussian system, which has 
landed them and the other nations in this cataclysm ? 
How is the world to be made safe for the unfettered devel- 
opment of free peoples who believe in and practice the 
system of representative government ? These are ques- 
tions which every honest citizen, every true patriot, 
cannot afford to leave unanswered. He must make it his 
business to understand the problems concerning his re- 
lationship with other peoples. He owes it to his children, 
he owes it to his country. he owes it to civilisation, he 
owes it to humanity, he owes it to religion, that he will 
use his political power to ensure that war as an institution 

‘is finally abolished from off the face of God’s earth. 
How can this be accomplished ? 


The Peoples must Save Themselves. 


I venture to say that the only hope of salvation must 
come from the people of all the Allied countries. The 
peoples must save themselves. Inthe words of Viscount 
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Grey, they must learn or perish. Let them not put their 
trust in expert diplomatists ; let them not lean upon the 
lawyers ; let them not listen to the dicta of these generals 
and politicians who would shackle us for ever with military 
institutions which the war has rightly and of necessity 
brought into existence. The Foreign Offices of Europe 
will have to be reformed before we can expect radical 
changes. The old theories which have served the diplo- 
matists for generations and have become part of their 
stock-in-trade. will have to be thrown overboard.  Politi- 
cians must be taught that in Foreign Affairs as in domestic 
issues they are the servants of the people. 


The Vote our Weapon. 


It is at the poll that this lesson can be, brought home, 
and therefore it is essential that before a General Election 
takes place the people of this country shall make up 
their minds as to the kind of peace which they require : 
a peace which shall destroy the military power of Ger- 
many : a peace which shall only be concluded with a free 
people, unshackled from the chains of despotism with 
which they are now bound: a peace which shall declare 
war to be a crime and will substitute processes of law for 
the arbitrament of force : a peace which will make it safe 
for the nations to disarm. [ venture to say that ninety- 
nine people out of a hundred in this country and in the 
Allied countries desire this kind of peace. They can only 
be thwarted by the remaining one per cent., who may 
desire, for*special reasons of selfish interest, to perpetuate 
the state of affairs which existed before the war. The 
ninety-nine per cent. must speak with no uncertain voice ; 
they must Organise! Organise! Organise! They must 
have clear views as to what they want and how they are 
to get it. They must march side by side with the other 
free peoples. The success of the enterprise depends 
upon the cohesion and the mutual support which these 
free peoples will give to one another. 

These are the reasons why we advocate that a League 
of Free Nations should be brought into existence now, in 
order that the citizens of all the free countries may realise 
that they are pressing forward to a real and tangible geal. 
These are reasons why, irrespective of party, British men 
and women should bind themselves into a great association 
pledged to definite objectives, searching for ways and 
means of overcoming all obstacles and of producing the 
next practical stages in the political evolution of the world. 
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This association will grow into a great national movement ; 
its branches will spread themselves far and wide through- 
out the country. — It will focus public opinion on this vital 
question ; its influence will be felt throughout all the 
Allied countries. It will impress the neutral and even the 
enemy peoples wth the honesty ana sincerity of our pur- 
pose. It will exert its pressure upon Pailiament and upon 
the Government of the day. It will ensure that the pre- 
vention of future wars, the destruction of Prussian 
militarism, the establishment of a new international 
organisation, is the main business of Allied statesmen 
and of the Peace Conference when it meets. 

It will be said by the cynics and the unbelievers that 
these schemes have been mooted before, that after every 
great war the visionaries have come forward with their 
pet panaceas. They will tell us that Nature cannot 
change. But when in history have the free peoples en- 
_ joyed the privilege of self-government as ey: do to-day ?. 
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The Promise of To-day. 


When have the nations of almost every country under 
the sun been thrown into the cauldron as they have 
during the last four years? When has the world seen 
such a scientific and mechanical development of the great ° 
engines of destruction? The aeroplanes, the tanks, the 
cannon, the machine-guns, the submarines, the poisonous 
gas, and all the other paraphernalia of mechanical warfare. 
The conditions of the world to-day are vastly different 
from those which existed after any of the great wars of 
history. The broadening of the franchise, the growth of 
representative government, the rapid means of com- 
munication, have presented this generation with an oppor- 
tunity: of undertaking radical reforms, of creating new 
inter-allied and international organisations: which our 
forefathers would have regarded as impossible. The 
great decisions rests with the people, with the electors. 
Let them organise themselves into a great national move- 
ment, let them bind themselves together in support of 
definite and practical objectives irrespective of all party 
ties. Let them proclaim their determination to secure 
the peace for which our armies have fought, and for which 
they will continue to fight until the powers of evil are 
finally vanquished. Thus, and yAbe alone, can we secure 
a people’s peace. 
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